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Historically, and especially during peacetime, members of the United States Military rarely receive recognition from our civilian society.  Because most members of the armed forces serve as a calling to our country and not for any special recognition, most veterans give this situation little thought.  In 2002, however, this changed for those veterans from the Greek Orthodox Taxiarchae Church in Watertown, Massachusetts. The church had embarked on an ambitious program to honor the surprisingly large number of its members who, like me, have served in our armed forces.  Having grown up in the Watertown Church in the 1940’s and 50’s as an altar boy, choir member, and active participant in the church’s youth activities, I now found my name among those to be so honored.  I felt humble and proud at the same time, especially humble because the real heroes of our church were the six members who gave their lives during WWII.  After all these years, the veterans of our nation’s military who served during peace or war, whether as career service people or three-year veterans, were being memorialized by a formal church/community ceremony and a bronze plaque for posterity.  Those of us in attendance were deeply moved by the ceremony and will never forget it.  Now, the bronze plaque will ensure that future members of the Watertown church will also never forget.

